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CERTIFIEDMAIL - RETURNRECEIPTREOUESTED /

TopHatPlanExemption
Pension& WelfareBenefitsAdministration
RoomN-5644
U.S. Departmentof Labor
200ConstitutionAvenue,NW
Washington,DC 20210

DearSir or Madam:

Pursuantto Departmentof Labor RegulationsSection2520.104-23,Alternative
Method of Compliancefor PensionPlans for Certain SelectedEmployees,under the
Employee RetirementIncomeSecurity Act of 1974 (ERISA), pleasebe advisedas
follows:

The American Bureauof Shipping, 45 EisenhowerDrive, Paramus,New Jersey
07652,hasadoptedtheAmericanBureauof ShippingSupplementalExecutiveRetirement
Plan for a select group of managementor highly compensatedemployees. The Plan
sponsorsEIN is 13-4921556.

Thedeferredcompensationplan is maintainedsolely for thepurposeof providing
deferredcompensationfor theeligible selectgroupof managementor highly compensated
employeesspecifiedunderthe Plan. The sponsormaintainsone (1) suchplan, covering
one(1) eligible employee.

A copy of theabovedescribedplan is availableuponrequest.

Verytruly yours,

AMERICAN BUREAU OF SHIPPING
& AFFILIATED COMPANIES

DMB/cbk Donald M. Birney
Vice President

c: Mr. Robert J.Rosano
45 EISENHOWER DRIVE, PARAMUS, NJ 07653-0910 USA
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