
B .. Ball Horticultural Companya 622 Town Road
West Chicago, lllino~sU.S.A. 601 85-2698 630 231-3600

March26,1997

TopHatPlanExemption
PensionandWelfareBenefitsAdministration
U.S. Departmentof Labor, RoomN-5644
200ConstitutionAvenueN.W. 2520790031742-
Washington,D.C. 20210

DearSir:

In compliancewith the requirementsof the alternativemethodofreportinganddisclosure
underPart 1 of Title 1 of pensionplans for a selectgroup of managementor highly-
compensatedemployees,specified in Departmentof Labor Regulations, 29 C.F.R.
Sec.2520.104-23,thefollowing inlonnationis supplied:

PlanSponsor: Ball Horticultural Company
622 TownRoad
WestChicago,IL 60185
EN: 36-4031900

Plan: DeferredCompensationPlan,
Providingdeferredcompensationfor 25 employees
EffectiveApril 1, 1997

Sincerely,

arrieL. cketts
SeniorVice President& CFO
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