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THE BERKSHIRE BANK
The Bank that puts your interest first

June27, 2006 0~i
C-

lop Hat PlanExemption
PensionandWelfarePlanAdministration
RoomN-5644
U.S. Departmentof Labor
200 ConstitutionAvenue,NW
WashingtonDC, 20210

LadiesandGentlemen:

Pursuantto Sections 201(2), 301(a)(3), and 401(a)(1) of the EmployeeRetirement
Income Security Act of 1974 (Act) (as amended),The Berkshire Bank (Bank)
located at. 4 East

39~
h Street, New York, NY, 10016, has establisheda deferred

compensationplan intendedto be a nonqualifiedandunfundedplanmaintainedprimarily
for thepurposesof providingdeferredcompensationfor a selectgroupof managementor
highly compensatedemployees effective as of July 1, 2006. The Federal tax
identificationnumberof theBank is 13-3509921.

The Bank maintains one plan and it is anticipatedthat less than 10 employeeswill
participatein theplan. .

Based on the guidance set forth under Section 29 CFR 2520,104-23,the Bank is
requestingan exemptionpursuantto Section29 CFR2520.104-24relatingto theannual
reportingand disclosurerequirementsunderpart 1 ofTitle I of Act.

Thankyou for yourconsiderationregardingthis matter.

If youhaveany questions,pleasecall theundersignedat 212-802-1020.

Sincerely, . . ..

Stanley ong (1
SeniorVice Presidentand
ChiefRisk Officer
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