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Augustll,2003 2520040764778

REGISTERED MAIL; RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Secretaryof Labor
Top Hat PlanExemption
PensionandWelfareBenefitsAdministration
RoomN-5644
U.S. Departmentof Labor
200ConstitutionAvenueN.W.
WashingtonD.C. 20210

Re: AlternativeMethodof ComplianceunderDOL Reg. Section2520.104-23

DearSir orMadam:

Thepurposeofthis letter is to complywith theAlternativeMethodof Compliancefor
reportinganddisclosure(asset forth in DOL Reg.Section2520.104-23)with respectto the
DeferredCompensationPlan(thePlan)establishedby Wintrust FinancialCorporation.,a
Illinois corporation(theCompany).

In accordancewith thatSection,weprovideyou with thefollowing:

1. NameandAddressoftheCompany.

Wintrust FinancialCorporation
727NorthBank Lane
LakeForest,IL 60045-1812

2. EmployerIdentificationNo.

36-3873352

3. Declaration.

TheCompanyestablished,effectiveJuly 1, 2003,thePlan,which is maintained
primarily for thepurposeof providingdeferredcompensationfor aselectgroupof
managementand/orhighlycompensatedemployeesof theCompany.Currently,
15 employeesand/ordirectorsparticipatein thePlan.
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4. Documents.

With respectto thePlan,theCompanywill provideto theSecretaryofLabor,
uponrequest,copiesof thePlandocuments,if any, thatarerequiredby Section
104 (a) (1) oftheEmployeeRetirementIncomeSecurityAct of 1974to be filed
with the SecretaryofLabor.

Enclosedis acopyof this letter,whichweaskthatyou date-stampandreturnto us in the
enclosed,self-addressedand stampedenvelope.

Shouldhaveany questionsaboutthis letter,pleasedo hesitateto contactusatthe aboveaddress.

Sincerely,

David A. Dykstra
SeniorEVP andChiefOperatingOfficer

cc: SteveBroadbent,Clark Consulting

727 N~.~hB~h~ LaIk~Fo,irest9 illinois 60045
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