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MERCHANTS MUTUAL INSURANCECOMPANY
250 MAIN STREET

BUFFALO, NEW Yoi~K14202

January23, 2004
CertifiedMail
ReturnReceiptRequested

Top Hat PlanExemption
EmployeeBenefitsSecurityAdministration
RoomN-1513
U.S. Departmentof Labor
200ConstitutionAvenue,N.W.
Washington,D.C. 20210

LadiesandGentlemen:

MerchantsMutual InsuranceCompany(theCompany)files this statementin
accordancewith thealternativemethodofcomplianceprovidedunderDepartmentofLabor
regulationsection2520.104-23:

TheaddressoftheCompanyis:

250 Main Street
Buffalo,New York 14202

Theemployeridentificationnumberof theCompanyis: 16-0550140.

TheCompanyhasadoptedandmaintainsan unfundedpianprovidingdeferred
compensationonly for aselectgroupof managementorhighly compensatedemployees.The
nameoftheplan is theMerchantsMutual InsuranceCompanySupplementalRetirementPlan.
Thedateof adoptionby theCompanywasDecember22, 2003. Thenumberofemployees
participatingin theplancurrentlyis ten.

MERCHANTS MUTUAL INSURANCE
COMPANY

RobertM. Zak

PresidentandCEO
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