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March 28, 1996

Secretaryof Labor
Top Hat PlanExemption
Pensionand WelfareBenefitsAdministration
Room N-5644
U.S. Departmentof Labor
200 ConstitutionAvenue,N.W.
Washington,D.C. 20210

Re: SouthwesternEnergyCompany
Split-Dollar Life InsuranceAgreements

Dear Sir or Madam:

SouthwesternEnergy Companyhaspurchaseda certainlife insurancepolicy (the
Policy) for oneof its executivesandhasenteredinto a split-dollar life insurance
agreement(the Agreement)with that executiveregardingsuchPolicy. Southwestern
EnergyCompanymay, in thefuture, purchasea similar Policy andenterinto a similar
Agreementwith oneor moreothermembersof a selectgroupof its managementor
highly compensatedemployees. SouthwesternEnergyCompanybelievesthat pursuant
to Departmentof Labor Section2520.104-24no filing is requiredwith respectto the
Policy and/orAgreement. Nevertheless,SouthwesternEnergyCompanyis filing this
noticeasa protectivefiling in casetheDepartmentof Labor takesthepositionthat a
filing is requiredunderDepartmentof LaborRegulationSection2520.104-23.

SouthwesternEnergyCompanymaintainstwo plansfor the purposeof providing
deferredcompensationfor a selectgroupof managementor highly compensated
employeesandhasfiled noticeswith respectto thoseplansunderDepartmentof Labor
RegulationSection2520.104-23.As indicatedin thosefilings, the nameof one of those
plans is the SouthwesternEnergyCompanySupplementalRetirementPlan,andthe
numberof employeeswho arecurrentlyparticipantsin that plan is six. Thenameof
the otherplanis the SouthwesternEnergyCompanyNon-QualifiedRetirementPlan, and
thenumberof employeeswho arecurrentlyparticipantsin that plan is six.
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SouthwesternEnergyCompanysaddressis 1083 Sam Street(P.O. Box 1408),
Fayetteville,Arkansas72702-1408. Theemployeridentificationnumberof
SouthwesternEnergyCompanyis 71-0205415.

If you haveany questionswith regardto this matteror requireany otherinformation,
pleaselet me know.

Very truly yours,

GDK/cb

cc: LindaB. Griffey, Esq. 695272.v3


