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August 14, 2002

Top-HatPlanExemption
PensionandWelfareBenefitsAdministration
RoomN-5644
US DepartmentofLabor
200 ConstitutionAvenueNW
Washington,DC 20210

Re: Section2520.104-23oftheDepartmentofLaborRegulations

DearReader:

Pursuantto Section 110 of Title I of the EmployeeRetirementIncomeSecurity
Act of 1974, as amended(ERISA), the Section2520.104-23of the Departmentof
LaborRegulations,HeclaMining Companyherebyprovidesthe informationrequiredto
comply with the alternativemethod of compliancewith the reporting and disclosure
requirementsofPatI of Title I ofERISA, the reportingand disclosurerequirements,for
unfundedplansmaintainedby an employerfor a selectgroupof managementor highly
compensatedemployees. As required under Section 2520.104-23(b)(1)of the
Regulations,this statementprovides a list of the plans maintainedby Hecla Mining
Companyandthenumberofparticipantsin eachplans.

1. The name and addressof the employer is as follows: Hecla Mining
Company,6500 Mineral Drive, Suite200, CoeurdAlene,Idaho 83815-
8788.

2. The employer identification number assignedby the Internal Revenue
Serviceforthe employeris: 82-0126240.

3. HeclaMining Companyherebydeclaresthat effective as of August 14,
2002, it maintains one, (1) nónqualified deferred compensationplan
primarily for the purposeOf-pfoviding deferredcompensationfor a select
groupof managementorhighlycompensatedemployees.
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4. TheHeclaMining CompanyKeyEmployeeDeferredCompensationPlan,
effective as of July 18, 2002, is identified below with the numberof
employeesparticipatingin theplan:

Plan NumberofParticipants

HeclaMining CompanyKeyEmployee 20
DeferredCompensationPlan

Respectfullysubmitted,

HECLA MINING COMPANY

By:___
MichaelB. White
CorporateSecretary
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